
1. Chania Old Town: The city of Chania can be divided into two parts: the old town and the 

modern city which is the larger one. The old town is situated next to the old harbour and is the 

matrix around which the whole urban area was developed. It used to be surrounded by the old 

Venetian fortifications that started to be built in 1538. Of them, the eastern and western parts 

have survived. (Wikipedia) 

 

2. Samaria Gorge: White Mountains’ National Park is the only national park in Crete. It centres around 

the Samaria gorge, at an altitude of 1,200m and continues down to Agia Roumeli, on the shores of the 

Mediterranean Sea. Along with the surrounding slopes and a number of smaller gorges branching off 

from it, Samaria Gorge forms the whole of the area designated as a national park, a status that offers 

protection to over 450 species of plant and animal, 70 of which are endemic to Crete. The Samaria 

gorge is the longest in Europe (total length 16km), and one of the most impressive gorges in Greece 

(https://www.visitgreece.gr/experiences/nature/gorges/samaria-gorge/) *1 hour drive from Chania 

 

https://www.visitgreece.gr/experiences/nature/gorges/samaria-gorge/


3. Day Trip to Elafonisi Island Pink Sand Beach: Spend a relaxing day on the small island of 

Elafonisi on a pink sand beach. Enjoy the natural beauty on a day trip from Chania. 

(https://www.getyourguide.com/crete-l404/from-chania-day-trip-to-elafonisi-island- 

t115234/?ranking_uuid=88b3dc0c-cd28-4de6-9e94-2609a5b2e0a3) *1,5 hour drive from 

Chania 

 

 
4. Balos Beach: Balos is a beach that has rightly become a landmark of Europe as much as it has 

of Crete (https://www.discovergreece.com/experiences/prepare-be-mesmerised-cretes-balos- 

beach) *1 hour drive from Chania 
 

 

 
5. Knossos Palace: Located on the Greek island of Crete, is one of the most famous archaeological 

sites in the world. The palace was built around 1700 BC and served as an important center for 

Minoan culture until its destruction by a fire around 1450 BC. It is believed to have been the home 

of King Minos and his legendary Labyrinth, where he kept the Minotaur which featured 

https://www.getyourguide.com/crete-l404/from-chania-day-trip-to-elafonisi-island-t115234/?ranking_uuid=88b3dc0c-cd28-4de6-9e94-2609a5b2e0a3
https://www.getyourguide.com/crete-l404/from-chania-day-trip-to-elafonisi-island-t115234/?ranking_uuid=88b3dc0c-cd28-4de6-9e94-2609a5b2e0a3
https://www.discovergreece.com/experiences/prepare-be-mesmerised-cretes-balos-beach
https://www.discovergreece.com/experiences/prepare-be-mesmerised-cretes-balos-beach


prominently in Greek mythology (https://knossos-palace.gr/knossos-history/) *approx. 2 hours 

drive from Chania 

 

 

 
6. The Heraklion Archaeological Museum: One of the oldest and most remarkable museums in 

Greece, and among the most important museums in Europe, prides itself for its unique Minoan 

collection, which includes masterpieces of Minoan art. It is rightly considered as the Museum of 

Minoan Culture par excellence. (https://www.heraklionmuseum.gr/en/) *approx. 2 hours drive 

from Chania 

 

 

https://knossos-palace.gr/knossos-history/
https://www.heraklionmuseum.gr/en/


7. The Minoan Palace of Phaistos in Crete: Phaistos was one of the most important centres of 

Minoan civilization, and the most wealthy and powerful city in southern Crete. It was inhabited 

from the Neolithic period until the foundation and development of the Minoan palaces in the 15th 

century B.C. (http://odysseus.culture.gr/h/3/eh351.jsp?obj_id=2363) *approx. *2 hours drive 

from Chania 
 

 

 
8. Rethymno: One of the most well-preserved Venetian old towns on the island of Crete. Its 16th- 

century buildings are stunning examples of ancient architecture, and the monolithic Fortezza 

reflects both European and Moorish influences. Explore the magical waterfalls, rock formations, 

and ‘"cave church" of Saint Anthony Gorge before taking a pleasant evening stroll along the 

colorful Venetian Harbor.(https://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g189421- 

Rethymnon_Rethymnon_Prefecture_Crete-Vacations.html ) *1 hour drive from Chania 
 

http://odysseus.culture.gr/h/3/eh351.jsp?obj_id=2363
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g189421-


9. Ancient Olive Trees more than 3000 years old: The Olive Tree Museum of Vouves is ideally 

located next to the Monumental Olive Tree of Vouves, the oldest olive tree in the world, which is 

visited by approximately 20.000 people every year from all over the world. 

(https://www.explorechania.com/articles/oldest-olive-tree-in-the-world/) 

*30mins drive from Chania. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The legendary olive tree in Azorias is located 1km south of the village Kavoussi and very close to the 

archaeological site of Azorias, on the road leading to Avgos settlement. This olive tree is a natural 

monument; it is considered to be one of the oldest olive trees in the world. The olive tree has been 

declared by the Association of Cretan Olive Municipalities as a natural monument because of the 

large size of its trunk and because of its location near the three ancient settlements Vrondas, Kastro 

and Azorias, where several artifacts related to olive oil processing have been revealed by the 

archaeologists. The maximum diameter of the trunk is 4.9m and the circumference is 14.20 m. Based 

on the method of annual rings, it is estimated that the tree was planted in the period 1350-1100BC! 

(https://www.cretanbeaches.com/en/flora/monumental-trees/monumental-ancient-olive- 

trees/azorias-olive-tree-kavoussi) *approx. 3 hours from Chania 

https://www.explorechania.com/articles/oldest-olive-tree-in-the-world/
https://www.cretanbeaches.com/en/flora/monumental-trees/monumental-ancient-olive-trees/azorias-olive-tree-kavoussi
https://www.cretanbeaches.com/en/flora/monumental-trees/monumental-ancient-olive-trees/azorias-olive-tree-kavoussi


 

10. Spinalonga: An island in the Gulf of Elounda, north-eastern Crete, in the municipality of Agios 

Nikolaos, Lasithi, next to the town of Plaka in the area of Kalydon. Following Venetian rule, when 

it was a fortress, the island became a leper colony. Spinalonga was one of the last active leper 

colonies in Europe. The uninhabited island is a popular tourist attraction in Crete. In addition to 

the abandoned leper colony and the fortress, Spinalonga is known for its small pebble beaches 

and shallow waters. The island can easily be accessed from Plaka, Elounda and Agios Nikolaos 

(Wikipedia) * 3 hour drive from Chania 
 


